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tation  wrought  even  by  her  Now  is  tne  nme  ror  us  to  step  up  and 

diiiunished  h^,  we  should  help  with  more  of  our  prayers,  time, 

be  very  dumkful.  and. treasure  than  ever  before. 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  As  Paul  Crowley,  pastor  of 

response  to  t^vktims-of  ^  _  „^,,rtcane  Katrina  beats  down  on  the 

Mississippi  Qilf  Coast  in  this  NASA  satellite  invig^  rifp  r^nl^  on 

®  Uir3ll7i20  ajn.  on  August  29.  Damage  estimates  from  «  that  the  on  the 

^  *e  '»»»~e  stoon  range  into  the  hundreds  of  billions  of  L 

yjm^  dB^  relief  ^*s  and^  ^  ,^cowery  expected  to  take  at  least  a  decade.  S  fLtTS 

unteers  from  across  the  Soudiem  very  much  aware  of  the  fact  that  it  s 

Baptist  Convention.  The  effort  did  not  - : -  been  the  body  of  Christ  that  has 

erto  when  the  victims'  immediate  needs  may  have  provided  more  dramatic  video  been  here  to  meet  those  immediate  needs 
were  met  for  fbo^  clothing,  medical  care,  for  the  cameras,  but  it  was  Mississippi  that  and  to  lend  a  helping  hand." 
and  other  essential  items  arra  services.  took  the  brunt  of  the  storm.  Now  that  the  Not  the  TOvemment,  and  not  the  casinos, 

That  was  just  the  beginning  a  good  initial  crisis  is  over  and  tiie  news  media  but  the  body  of  Christ.  May  it  always  be  so. 
beaming,  but  just  the  hemming.  One  need  have  left  for  more  late-breaking  stories 
onify  drive  west  along  Hi^way  90  from  with  fresh  visuals,  most  volunteers  Baptist 
Pascagoula  to  the  Louisiana  state  line  to  and  otherwise  returned  to  their  homes  by 
understand  that  there  is  much  left  to  be  Christinas.  Many  won't  be  back,  and  die 
done.  The  same  observation  hc^ds  fcM*  potential  loss  of  momentum  could  be  huge. 
miles  inland,  too,  at  (daces  like  Ccduml^  Mississippi  Baptists  must  not  let  that 
Laurel,  Picayune,  Poplanille,  and  Wiggins  happen.  Hurricane  Katrina  occurred  on 
(to  name  on^  a  f^).  /  our  mother  soil,  and  whether  the  human 

New  Orleans,  in  its  own  world  of  hurt,^  misery  that  has  followed  is  fair  is. 
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Editor’s  note:  Subscribers  who  receive  a  spe¬ 
cial  front  page  from  their  church  will  not  be  able 
to  view  the  color  version  of  the  frontpage  photo 
refereruxd  in  the  first  paragraph.  To  view  the 
prtoto,  visit  www.mhcb.org,  click  in  the 
Hurricane  Katrirui  box  on  the  fright,  and  then 
click  on  Hurricane  Katrirui  photo  gallery. 
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arose  early  bn  Sunday, 


open  to  the  Gospel  than  ever 
before.  Pecjple  were  being  saved! 

What  do  we  as  healthy 
churches  to  to  contribute  dur¬ 
ing  the  storm  aftermath  days?  1 
would  suggest  that  we  do  not 
return  to  ^normal"  and  busi¬ 
ness  as  usual,  to  the  neglect  of 
the  hurting  in  our  midst.  There 
are  many ‘new  pieople  in  our 
communities  that  need  a  touch 
from  the  Master.  Maybe  we  are 
the  ones  to  do  that. 

Let's  get  outside  the  walls  of 


Guest  Opinion: 


f  August  28,  to  check  me 
X  weather  news.  The  Catemry 
3  hurricane  named  Katrina  nac^ 
morphed  overnight  into  a 
Category  5  storm,  and  all  pre- 
dkrtkms  indicated  that  'she 
would  be  a  bad  one. 

As  my  family  md  1  traveled 
east  evacuating'  to  Florida,  the 
news  on  the  radio  warned  that 
dus  storm  would  be  the  "wcxst 
ever  to  hit  the  United  States." 
That  pronouTKement  proved  cor- 


Embracing  the 
'new  normal' 

By  Laura  Koch,  member 
First  Church,  Wiggins 


forever  be  imprinted  with  the  observed  s&  many  different  these  difficult  circumstances  1 
sights  arvl  sounds  of  Katrina  as  things  —  traffic  congestion  in  heard  from  members  of  diffor- 
she  roared  through  Stone  County,  my  small  town,  debris,  destruc-  ent  congregations  that  their 
Ten  days  later,  we  returns  tkm,  FEMA  people,  long  lines  at  church  had  never  been  so  alive, 
home  to  witness  what  a  cata-  the  local  stores,  manv  new  faces  The  '  "things"  had  been 
strbpliic  hurricane  could  so,  as  —  1  had  to  agree  witn  her.  stripped  away  and  the  meaning 

Katrina  stubbornly  vented  its  We  were  now '  facing  a  of  cnurch  was  beginning  to 
wrath  30  miles,  rK>rth  of  foe  "new  normal."  emerge.  Programs,  meetings. 

Gulf  Coast  for  five  relentless  The  news -from  our  sister  and  buildings  were  not  the  most 
hours.  Our  county  inde^  churches  on  the  Gulf  Coast  was  important  things  any  more, 
exhibited  every  si^  that  a  •  not  good.  They  had  suffered  Precious  time  was  now  being 
monster  had  paid  a  visit.  such  devastation  in  their  corpo-  spent  with  family  and  with 

In  the  following  days,  a  recur-  rate  church  life  and  the  person-  helping  others  deal  wifo  this 
ring  theme  heard  was^  "getting  al  lives  of  their  members  that  1  tragedy.  Some  were  even  dis- 
baoi  to  normal,"  and  the  impor-  was  positive  that  it  would  be  a  tributing  boxes  of  foqd  and  sup- 
tance  of  "restoriiw  a  sense  of  long  time  before  they  returned  plies  to  the  less  fortunate  along 
normalcy."  Yet  a  mend  of  mine  to  normal.  Surely  meeting  with  a  word  of  encouragement, 
who  is  an  elected  official  told  under  shade  trew  and  in  Lost  people  in  an  area  of  the 
me.  "Life  as  we  have  krKm’n  it  schoolhouses  and  homes  could  state  where  74%  of  the  popula- 
wiil  be  fore\;eT  changed."  As  I  not  seem  normal,  but  even  in  tion  is  unchurched  were  more 
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Katrina  leaves  challenges,  opportunities 


By  Tony  Martin 
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OR  STRENGTH  —  Bobby  Wdch  (right),  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conation, 
ib^  1  with  members  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Task  Force  operating  the  Task 
1  feeing  unit  from  First  Church,  Biloxi.  Welch,  pastor  of  Fir^  Church,  Daytcma  Beach, 
it  the  day  inspecting  the  devastation  created  ^  Hurricane  ^trina  and  offering  his  support 
wc^  being  provided  by  Southern  Baptists.  (Pnoto  by  William  •M.  Rerkins  )r.) 
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the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Boara  (MBCB)  <ind 
Mississippi  Baptists'  disaster 
relief  coordinator. 

Referring  to  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Task  Force, 

Don  Gann,  consultant  in  the 
Men's  Minis^  Department, 

said,  "Mississippi  Baptist  ^  ^  „  r 

Disaster  Relief  was  only  a  small  ed.  Eighteen  wheelers  full  of 
part  of  what  Mississippi  Baptists  necessities  would  call  and  say, 
did.  We  were  able  to  work  in  tan-  'We're  coming  —  where  do 
dem  with  local  churches  and '  you  need  us?' 
individuals  who  were  doing  their  "1  can't  tell  you  of  the  times 

own  ministry.  For  instance,  we  stuff  came  at  the  last  minute," 
learned  of  a  cnurch  with  25  mem-  said  Gann.  "Ultimately,  the  sys- 
bers  who  were  feeding  150  peo-  tern  became  unclogged  and 
pie  a  day  for  a  while.  worked  ev^thing  ran  just  fine." 
together  as  never  before."  The  Adopt-a-Church  min- 

When  did  ^  Mississippi  istry,  which  matches  churches 
Baptists  come  to  understand  and  individuals  with  churches 
just  how  big  Katrina  was  to  be?  damaged  or  destroyed  by 
"Vie  were  at  Camp  Garaywa  Katrina,  has  also  been  effective, 
(in  Clinton)  on  Monday,  August  According  to  Tom  Prather, 
28,"  said  (3ann.  "We  were  expe-  MBCB  Director  of  Church  and 
riencing  70-80  mile-per-hour  Community  Impact,  199 
winds,  and  I  knew  then  it  was  Mississippi  churches  and 
going  to  be  bad  on  the  coast."  1056  churches  from  out-of- 
"Iknew  we  were  in  trouble  state  have  partnered  with  228 
two  days  out,"  said  Didlake.  churches  with  needs.  "This 
"I've  watched  enough  of  only  represents  the  churches 
these  things  over  the  years  to  that  have  gone  through  our 
know  Katnna  was  going  to  be  department,"  Prather  said, 
the  worst  we'd  seen."  "Many  more  churches  have 

Within  24  hours  of  Katrina's  helped  out." 
landfall,  Mississippi  BapHsts  Data  is  still  being  compUed — 
responded.  data  that  shows  the  magnitude 

"I  was  working  incident  o(  the  disaster.  For  example: 
command  at  Garaywa,"  said  •  Eighty  percent  of 

Gaim.  "Early  on,  we  had  trou-  Mississippi  was  without  power, 
ble  getting  food,  fuel,  potties.  Sixty  counties  were  without 
everything.  Our  usual  supply  power  for  more  tfian  a  week, 
lines  were  shut  down.  I  knew  and  52  out  of  82  counties  were 
that  within  days>  we  were  declared  Federal  Disaster  Areas, 
about  to  run  out  of  diesel  fuel  •  *  Cell  phone  service  was 
for  the  generator  oh  the  feed-  mostly  out  south  of  Jackson  for 
ing  unit  at  First  Church,  five  days.  Land  lines  were 
Biloxi.  Then,  out  of  the  blue,  down  over  65%  of  tfie  state.  ’ 
we  got  a  call  from  Mark  •  Fuel  supplies  were 

Vincent,  pastor  of  Clark-  drained  in  evacuations. 
Venable  Church  in  Newton.  Power  was  out  at  fuel  stations 
He  said  they  had  500  gallons  across  the  state. ,  Because  of 
of  diesel,  and  did  we  need  it.  the  power  outages,  fuel  was 
So  he  got  it  to  the  feeding  in  short  supply  for  some  timji. 

unit,  and  was  able  to  take  .  •  The  usual  food^supply 

some  to  another  uiut."  chains  were  ineffective. 


Donations 
to  hurricane 
reli^effort 

The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB)  is , 
accepting  donations  to  fund 
both  the  immediate  needs  and 
long-term  Mississippi  Baptist 
disaster  relief  efforts  along  the 
Gulf  Coast  and  throughout  the 
state.  Checks  should  be  nfia^ 
payable  to  MBCB,  with 
"Hurricane  Relief"  noted  on 
the  memo  line,  and  mailed  to 
MBCB  Business  Office,  P.O. 
Box  530,  lacHson,  MS  39205- 
\0530.  Fully  MX)%  of  the 
donations  will  be  used  directly 
for  hurricanerelief.'More  infor¬ 
mation  on  how  to  contribute 
can  be  obtained  by  calling 
(601 )  292-3^06,  or  e-mailing 
mbcbdisasterrel  iefOmbcb.org. 
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of  Mississippi, 


You  Can  Respond' 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lxxd,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eter¬ 
nal  death.  (I  repent.) 


3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to  forgive 
my  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  tn  Jesus.) 


- . 4. .  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 

Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Samor 
and  Lord.) 


"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name.” 
(John  U2) 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri¬ 
tual  guidance. 
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Kahuna  Continues 

We  have  passed  the  four- 
month  mark  since  Katrina 
arrived  on  the  Gulf  Coast  and 
still  she  is  a  daily  tcpic  (A  dis¬ 
cussion.  I  am  not  talking  about 
just  among  dte  folks  who  have 
oeen  directly  aff^ted,  but 
naticMudly  she  is  still  in  die  spot¬ 
light.  In  mis  age  of  indescribable 
speed  and  unending  communi¬ 
cation,  disasters  usually  have  a 
rather  short  shelf  life.  Three 
months  past  Katrina,  1  picked 
1^  die  national  newspaper,  USA 
l^ay,  and  began  to  read  the 
front-page  stories  about  Katrina. 
Over  three  months  had  passed 
and  the  major  news  oudets  were 
still  having  feature  reports  on 
Katrina  including  information 
about  families  waiting  .on  trail¬ 
ers,  decisions  about  the  rebuild¬ 
ing  of  levies,  and  FEMA's 
ambivalent  feelings  about  deci¬ 
sion-making  related  to  this 
storm  and  the  millions'  who 
were  adected  by  it. 

In  the  daysjust  following  the 
storm's  visit,  I  was  talking  with 
some  veterans  of  disaster  relief 
efforts.  I  asked  diem  about  the 
flood  of  care,  help,  provisions, 
and  offers  to  help  that  were 
coming  in  day  ana  night.  They 
told  me  that  normally  that  only 
lasts  for  a  week  to  lO  days,  or 
maybe  two  weeks,  or  as  long  as 
it  was  featured  in  the  newspeo¬ 
ple  would  continue  to  luve  ^ 
concern.  They  were  partly  right 
in  that  people  continue  to  have  . 
concern  as  Iom  as  it  is  a  news 
item  of  signi^ance,  but  diey 
had  no  idea  that  this  monster 
disaster  would  continue  to  stay 


T)irectiWns 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


on  our  minds  and  heavy  on  our 
hearts  for  months  and  months 
and  months.  Along  with  that 
coverage  has  come  an  equal 
response  of  care. 

This  edition  of  The  Baptist 
Record  is  a  reminder.  A 
reminder  not  of  just  what  hap¬ 
pened,  not  even  a  reminder  of 
what  was,  but  also  a  reminder 
of  the  incredible  lesson  that 
many  of  us  have  learned 
through  Katrina.  Without  a 
doubt  she  has  been  a  somewhat 
harsh  teacher.  So  many  of  us 
have  learned  what  we  alteady 
knew.  The  truly  valuable  things 
in  life,  the  meaningful  things, 
and  the  things  worth  holding 
are  not  just  trinkets  and  toys, 
fluff  ana  stuff,  appliances  and 
other  accumulations.  Life  at  its 
essence  and  life  at  its  hipest 
involves  other  things.  How 
many  thousands  of  foUcs  across 
Alabama,  Mississippi,  and 
Louisiana  have  discovered  in 
the  past  mcffiths  that  home  is 
still  special  in  a  beautiful  house 
or  in  a  small  trailer  provided  by 
the  government? 

I^r  many  this  Christmas 
was  a  very  aitferent  Christmas 
but  a  wonderful  experience. 
Everything  from  the  past  — 


decorations  and  accumulated 
physical  memories  —  were  all 
gone.  They  were  washed  out  to 
sea,  ruined  by  the  water  or 
wind,  or  attacl^  by  the  quiet 
assault  of  mold.  They  were  no 
more.  What  remains  were  those 
things  that  cannot  be  taken  — 
chemhed  relationships,  good 
and  blessed  memories,  and  a 
faith  that  has  shown  itself  to  be 
stronger  than  the  winds  or 
water  or  any  storm. 

In  the  amrmath  of  Katrina 
we  have  all  been  reminded  of 
die  implied  and  clear  Biblical 
answer  to  die  question,  "Am  I 
my  brother's  keeper?"  It  is  a 
resounding,  "Yes!^  It  has  been 
astounding  to  watch  and  experi¬ 
ence  die  re^XHise  of  people  mm 
everywhere  who  have  said,  "1 
want  to  help.  I  want  to  give.  1 
want  to  come.  I  want  to  build.  I 
want  to  bring.  I  want  to  feed.  I 
want  to  clothe."  It  has  been 
astounding  to  see  them  as  th^ 
carry  out  diose  desires.  People 
all  across  Mississippi  have  been 
compassionate  and  incredibly 
generous.  The  caring  has  had  no 
state  boundaries,  religious,  or 
philosophical  restraints. 

This  edition  of  The  Baptist 
Record  filled  widi  sights,  sen¬ 
tences,  and  syllables  is  about 
renewal.  In  the  face  of  the 
greatest  national  disaster  in  die 


and  specifically  Mississippi 
Baptists  are  rising  up  out  of  the 
doom  and  debris,  the  chaos  and 
the  clutter  with  hope,  confi¬ 
dence,  and  faith  in  the  future 
because  we  have  a  faith  in  God. 


The  week  following  the 
storm  those  cluster  groups  of 
people  referred  to  as  churches 
Degm  to  gather  on  the  Lord's 
Day  on  lawns,  in  parking  lots, 
and  sometimes  m  partially 
destroy^  buildings.  They 
came  iii  what  they  had  on 
because  what  they  had  on  was 
all  that  they  had.  They' sang, 
prayed,  and  listened  for  a  Word 
nom  God  with  an  altogether 
fresh  approach.  They  wor¬ 
shiped  God  with  a  glorious 
nevy  feeling  not  because  of 
some  new  program,  fresh  new 
tune,  or  insightful  new  mes¬ 
sage  but  because  their  need 
was  so  deep  and  the  resources 
and  goodness  of  God  were 
even  deeper.  It  would  not  take 
many  days  for  people  to  begin 
to  realize  that  there  was  no  easy 
fix  and  no  quick  return  to  life, 
as  it  was  once  known.  There 
would  be  difficult  days  ahead, 
hard  work’,  and  even  new  trials. 
Still  the  .spirit  of  God  among 
His  people  could  continue  to 
lift,  encourage,  and  renew. 

As  the  cafendar  moves  along 
we  naturally  grow  weary.  Time 
seems  to  be  the  greatest  test  of 
faith.  Anyone  can  believe  God 
for  the  instantaneous  results  — 
the  quick  fix  —  the  immediate 
miracle,  but  when  trusting  God 
drags  out,  the  work  is  slow,  and 
the  results  are  not  dramatic, 
then  faith  can  fizzle.  We  begin 
to  learn  what  Noah  faced  — 
building  and  believing  but  not 
much  seeing!  Days  passed, 
then  weeks,  months,  and 
decades  and  there  was  so  little 
to  show  for  it.  Often  aU  Noah 
could  have  said  was,  "I  trust 
God!"  So  in  the  face  of  trials, 
troubles,  storms,  and  struggles, 
we  too  must  trust  God  for  the 
future.  Whatever  else  seems  to 
be  in  control  or  out  of  control, 
God  is  still  on  the  throne. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


SOME  PEOPLE  SAY  tECHMOLOOY  HAS  NO 
SOUL.  NO  SPIRIT.  WE  KNOW  IT  OOES.>>> 
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Health  Insurance  Too  Expensive? 

Call  our  toll  free  quote  line  today...  we  can  help! 

Major  hospital  &  surgical  plan,  low  ratesi  Helps  pay  benefits  for 
hospital  room.  Intensive  care,  surgery.  Optional:  Doctor's  office 
visits,  prescription  drugs. 

Hutton  Insurance 


P.O.  Box  5127,  Braadoa,  MS  39047 


(877)232.0686 


TliBrtMliyBMhRWwisBiniiBMrisifcritstetiftyoiitoobfaraluMlIiiitWR: 


>  (jkiiar  you  Body  M«s  Indn  (BMI) 

>  Adidddbrinquesaon 

>  Rfriaphysiodn 

>  Gft  IriKt  mrdcal  news  and  driinrtiofK 


>  Low^ost  heal  lung  and  cancfT  soffrtng  infc 

>  Read  about  diagnosiK  and  ««9<alpfocedues  ^ 
>Get(hjginfcrmaBan 

>  lake  a  tet  onfcne  health  mk  assessment 


pmtsdthesfilritofheahhaxe. 


i  800  <IH8  beb8 
1225  Horfi  Sue  Street 
ladson,  MS  19202 


Baptist 

|NML1N  BIMfBM 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can*t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi 
put  their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for 
comprehensive  insurance  services  including 
property,  general,  and  specific  liability,  vehicle, 
workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
W^lington  guarantees  a  quality  program, 
customized  for  your  ministry,  at  the  most- 

competitive  premium  rates.  _ _ 

For  references  and  more 
^  information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442  0290. 


Pearl  River  Baptists  skip  headlines,  tbuch  community 


Mention  this  Ad  and  save  $50 
on  your  Video  Leaders  Kit! 


By  l^liam  H.  Peridns  Jr. 

Editor 


the  course  of  about  a  month-and-a-  | 
half  to  two  months,  we've  had  25 
states  represented." 

Meanwhile,  Pearl  River  Baptists  were 
helping  their  neighbors  with  debris 
removS,  chain  saw  crews  to  cut  trees  off 
houses,  and  mud-out  workers  to  clean 
up  the  mess  left  inside  homes. 

Pearl  River  Association  has  even  taken 
iti  volunteers  who  were  assioied  to  areas 
of  the  stricken  Gulf  Coast  where  housing 
for  them  was  non-«xistent.  Myers  said 
although  the  volunteers  are  driving  35-40 
miles  to  dieir  assigned  areas  eaoi  day, 
they  have  express^  dieir  appreciation 
for  Pearl  River  Association's  willingness 
to  help  them  —  help  without  which 
many  of  the  groups  would  not  have  been 
able  to  come  to  Mississippi. 

"We  still  have  a  lot  or  volunteers  com¬ 
ing  in.  That's  our  focus  and  probably  will 
be  for  the  next  two  mondis, '  Myers  said. 

Many  storm  victims  who  have  been 
blessed  by  the  efforts  of  Mississippi 
Baptists  and  others  over  the  past  four 
months  often  ask  relief  workers  why 
they  are  willing  to  help  total  strangers 
get  their  lives  back  together.  Myers 
has  a  quick  response. 

"That  answer  would  be  easy.  I  think 
thaf  s  what  jesus  would  want  us  to  do.  In 
doing  that,  we  make  an  impact  in  people's 
"Within  a  week-and-a-half  to  two  lives.  We  are  being  Christluce  and  feel  ttiat 
weeks  after  the  storm,  volunteers  were  will  help  folks  understand  diat  there's 
coming  in  to  help  clean  up.  Our  asso-  faith,  hope,  and  love  in  Jesus  Christ, 
ciation  facility  has  two  lodges  and  we  That's  what  the  diurch  should  be  doing, 
were  not  damaged  too  severely.  We  "This  catastrophe  has  given  tne 
were  able  to  use  those  so  we  could  church  an  cpportunity  to  impact  peo- 
house  up  to  120  people  as  far  as  beds  pie's  lives  t^t  we  may  not  nave  rad 
and  then  some  more  could  be  on  cots  otherwise.  1  Just  hope  we  as  Christians 
on  the  floor.  We  were  receiving  folks  —  we  as  Mptists  —  will  take  that 
from  different  parts  of  the  country.  In  opportimity  and  make  the  most  of  it." 


Jiurricane  Katrina's  damage  to  New 
Orleans  may  be  getting*  the  bulk  of 
publicity  these  days  with  little  time  left 
over  for  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast, 
but  Carl  Myers  doesn't  want  people  to 
overlook  Pearl  River  County. 

The  missions  director  for  Pearl 
River  Association,  located  outside 
Picayune  near  the  McNeil  community, 
said  his  area  was  slammed  hard  by 
the  record-breaking  storm,  too. 

"Pearl  River  Association  was  hit,  as  far 
as  the  winds,  just  about  as  hard  as  Gulf 
Coast  Association  (Hancock,  Harrison, 
and  Stone  Counti^)  and  the  entire  Gulf 
Coast.  We  saw  the  140-150  mile-an-hour 
winds.  The  eye  (of  Hurricane  Katrina) 
did  come  over  all  of  Pearl  River  County, 
so  we  had  a  lot  of  evacuees  in  Picayune 
and  Poplarville  sheltering  from  \he  coast- 
line  and  from  New  Orleans,"  Myers  said. 

Most  pec^le  who  have  traversed 
Pearl  River  County  since  the  storm  — 

Interstate  59  neatly  splits  the  county  into 
east  and  west  segments  —  are  awestruck 
by  the  damage,  especially  to  the  timber. 

"We  saw  tne  effects  of  the  wind  and 
rain  in  our  area.  The  damage  would 
be  from  the  winds  and  the  tornadoes 
that  were  spawned  in  the  storm.  "A  good  number  of  our  churches 
Roads  were  just  covered  with  trees  in  -  were  servicing  families  because  of  iso- 
both  directions.  We  got  it  from  the  lation  and  (lack  of)  communication, 
first  part  of  the  storm  and  then  after  We  had  different  churches  set  up  as  a 
the  eye  came  through,"  Myers  said.  local  place  for  food.  We  have  several 

Like  Mississippi  Baptist  churches  (churches)  that  are  Red  Cross  certified 
to  their  east  along  the  Gulf  Coast,  for  shelters.  As  supplies  started  com- 
Pearl  River  Association  churches  ing  in,  different  quadrants  of  the  asso- 
leaped  at  the  challenge  presented  by  ciation...  received  goods  and  distrib- 
the  storm's  devastation.  uting  goods,"  Myers  said. 


ON  THE  SCENE  —  Members  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Task  Force 
remain  on  the  scene  of  Hurricane  Katrina's  deva^tion,  nKwe  than  four  months  aft^ 
the  killer  storm  unleashed  its  foil  fo^  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  At  Pearl  River 
Association's  headquarters  outside  Picayune  near  the  McNeil  community,  volunteers 
prepare  meals  for  workers  arrivir^  from  across  the  country  to  assist  in  recovery  efforts 
in  that  particularly  hard-hit  area  of  the  state.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  |r«) 


can  help  your 
church  ^x>w’l 


your  Mends  and  your  community  need. 


30-60%  of  students  are  unctiurched  community 
BibNcaNy-based,  powerful  &  entertaining  curriailum 
Taught  by  Dave  Ramsey  via  ^deo 
SmaN  group  discussions 
Equips  IndMduais  &  femMes  to: 

•  Pay  off  debt  and  save  fbr  the  future 

•  Give  like  never  before 
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AfECC  St'UdCTltS  j^tld  joy  itl  Itlitlistry  1 1  Life  Way  in  Gulfport  reopens 


HELPtNC  HANDS  —  Northeast  Mississippi  Community  Colley  students  Diana  Franklin  (1^)  of 
Bruce  and  Marleisha  Wallace  of  Tupelo  assist  The  Salvation  Army  in  distribution  of  food  to  Hurricane 
Katrina  victims  in  the  LaPlace,  La.  Area  during  an  October  mission  trip.  A  total  of  34  Northeast  students 
participated  in  the  trip.  The  school  is  located  in  Booneville.  (Special  to  The  Baptist  Record) 


you  in  anything  and  everything,"  said  William 
Brock,  a  sophomore  at  Northeast. 

Many  oifferent  experiences  showed  that 
much  can  be  done  to  nelp  those  in  need.  The 
34  students  who  volunteered  were  split  up  to 


after  Katrina  ruins  inventory 


By  Anne  Marie  Chandler  God  uses  us  for  diat!"  said  Daniel  Brown,  one  of 

Correspondent  the  Northeast  students  who  worked  in  data  entry. 

While  scMne  of  the  students  stayed  at  head- 
Tents-  Cots.  Cql^d  showers.  Long  van  rides,  quarters  to  input  data  on  computers,  oth^  were 
Most  college  students  would  not  give  up  their  sent  out  into  New  Orleans  to  help  diose  in  need, 
weekend  for  activities  like  these.  "It  was  a  very  humbling  experience.  Pec^le  were 

However,  this  is  just  what  34  students  frcwn  coming  home  for  the  first  time  to  nothing,  but 


Northeast  Mississippi  Community  College  diey  were  motivated  to  stay  and  start  over,  said 
(NECC)  in  Booneville  did  on  October  14  to  help  Marleisha  Wallace,  a  Northeast  student  who  had 
the  victims  of  Hurricane  Katrina,  which  struck  the  opportunity  to  work  on  a  canteen, 
the  Mississippi  Gulf  CosAt  on  August  29  and  led  Going  to  LaPlace  showed  the  students  that 
to  devastation  ftiere  and  in  the  New  Orleans  area,  although  there  is  a  lot  still  left  to  be  done  in  the 
These  students  ventured  to  LaPlace,  La.,  near  recovery  from  Hurricane  Katrina,  there  are  peo- 
New  Orleans  to  volunteer  in  several  difterent  pie  sacrificing  their  time  and  mor^y  to  help 
ways’ for  The  Salvation  Army.  Students  assisted  those  in  need  —  and  making  a  positive  impact, 
wim  data  entry  as  well  as  providing  food  to  New  "Neighbors  don't  just  live  next  door. 
Orleans  residents  and  reli«  workers.  Neighbors  consist  of  our  fellow  man.  God  com- 

"One  thing  I  learned  in  my  short  time  work-  mands  that  we  love  our  neighbors  as  ourselves, 
ing  with  The  Salvation  Army  is  God  can  use  Louisiana  residents  are  our  neighbors  and  it  is 


Louisiana  residents  are  our  neighbors  and  it  is 
our  job  to  reach  out  to  them,"  said  Northeast  stu¬ 
dent  Josh  Latch  about  his  experience  in  LaPlace. 

The  Northeast  students  agr^  that  seiyii^  oth¬ 
ers  under  such  circumstances  is  a  rewarding  expe¬ 
rience  not  only  for  the  joy  seen  on  people's 


GULFPORT,  Miss.  (BP  and 
local  fepofts)  —  The  LIfeWay 
Christian  Store  in  Gulfport 
reoperved  December  8  amid 
great  anticipation  (torn  customers 
and  emplo>«es  corKemed  about 
the  store's  status  in  the  aftermath 
of  Hurricane  Katrina. 

“Normalcy  never  looked  so 
good,"  said  Alicia  Lowery,  man¬ 
ager  of  the  store  in  a  region^still 
in  the  throes  of  Katrina's 
destruction.  Three  LifeWay 
stores  in  Mississippi  and 
Louisiana  were  closM  by  the 
storm.  LifeWay  opiates  four 
stores  in  Mississippi:  Gulfport, 
Jackson,  Southaven  and  Tupelo. 

“Customers  have  been  calling 
and  coming  by  hopir^  that  we 
are  open,"  Lowery  said.  “Some 
(were)  struggling  with  what  to  do 
about  Christmas  gifts  this  year. 
Some  (needed)  to  replace  their 
Bibles  that  were  destroyed  by 
the  water.  Churches  (needed) 
complete  communion  sets 
because  theirs  were  destroy^. 
We  are  excited  ^xxit  reopening 
to  meet  their  needs." 

Lowery  evacuated  the 
Gulf|x)rt  store  before  Katrina  hit 
on  Aug.  29.  When  she  was 
allowed  to  return  to  the  area  a 
week  arid  a  half  later,  she  expect¬ 
ed  to  firKl  sobering  evidetKe  of 
the  storm  surge.  To  her  surprise, 
the  building  was  still  intact. 

"We  had  external  damage  and 
a  hole  on  the  side  of  the  building 
that  allowed  rain  and  wind  to 
destroy  everything  inside,  includ¬ 
ing  the  merchandise,"  Lowery 
safo.  "I  was  just  thankfol  that  the 
store  was  sdH  there." 

Overseeing  the  store  repairs 
arxl  working  with  contractors 
has  been  a  new  experience  for 
the  30-year-old  store  mana^. 
In  addition  to  making  sure  her 


own  hou^  received  a  new  roof, 
Lowery  has  spwt  the  last  four 
oKMiths  overseeing  coristruction 
and  ordering  new  merchandise  ; 
for  the  store. 

“We  literally  had  to  start  over," 
said  Mick  Houston,  regional 
director  of  LifeWay  Christian 
Stores  central  region.  “We  had  to  | 
reorder  the  eritire  store  and  have  ' 
been  receiving  those  shipments  ' 
the  past  few  weeks."  Among  { 
other  challenges,  the  post  office  i 
arxf  other  carriers  were  not  able  1 
to  maintain  a  guaranteed,  consis-  | 
tent  schedule  due  to  transporta-  j 
tion  problems  immediately  after ! 
the  storm. 

“There  wad  a  time  when  I 
worxiered  if  the  store  would 
ever  again  be  like  it  was," 
Lowery  sakJ.  “Then  the  painters 
came,  h  was  amazirw.  Trat  was 
the  light  at  the  end  oMhe  tunnel. 
The  store  looks  beautiful,  paint¬ 
ed  and  with  merchandise  on  the 
shelves.  Especially  compared  to 
what  it  used  to  look  like  after  the 
storm,  it  just  looks  beautiful." 

"The  staff  has  been  woixler- 
ful,"  Kiouston  said.  "Many  of 
th^  have  been  trying  to  get 
their  own  houses  tMtck  together 
aixl  deal  with  the  storm  situa¬ 
tion,  but  they  have  been  here 
every  day  wooing." 

The  Gulfport  LifeWay 
Christian  Store  opened  much 
faster  than  other  area  businesses 
because  "the  churches  need  us," 
Houston  said.  "We  are  a  ministry 
tool  arxl  toey  need  our  support" 

LifeWa/s  Gulfport  store  is 
located  in  the  CrossRoads  shop¬ 
ping  center  at  1 51 28  Crossroads 
f^rtovay,  Gulfjpott,  MS  39503. 
Tel»hone:  (228)  539-4263.  For 
the  locations  of  Lifeway's  other 
Mississippi  stores,  visit 
www.Kfewaystores.com. 


help  with  eight-hour  shifts  of  data  entry,  sort —  but  also  because  of  die  opportunity  to  serve  God. 
ing  various  items  into  boxes  that  were  sent 

out  to  Katrina  victims,  and  working  from  Chandler  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Student 
trucks  called  "canteens"  where  they  were  able  Union  at  Northeast  Mississippi  Community 
to  provide  warm  meals,  water,  and  if  possible  College  in  Booneville. 
pray  and  minister  to  people 
who  had  lost  everything. 

Through  diis  experience  they 

were  able  to  see  toe  progress  that  ^ - ; - 

was  actually  happenmg  and  how  finally  affordaile  health  Christian  long  distance,  3.9  cents 
grateful  everyone  really  is  for  the  INSURANCE  kx  the  sett  employed.  Call  inlersuie,  4.9  cents  in  stale.  No  monthly 
help.  "God  showed  me  toat  even  (800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega  service  charge.  Call  (866)  587-8346  or 
tftoUgh  you  may  lose  everything,  insurance,  vvww.christufnef-ins.com.  vvww.lowefmyphor<ebill.com^saibldB. 
you  can  still  have  hope  —  and  STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.  servir^  DISARILITY  MHMCARE  SUPPLEMENT 


Insurance,  www.chfistufner-ins.com. 


LcotMiaroldB. 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 
PICAYUNE,  MISS.,  is  seeking  a  full¬ 
time  children's  minister.  Please  send 
resume  to  First  Baptist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  477,  Picayune,  MS  39466,  attn: 
Dcrsonnel  committee. 


PRENTISS  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION 

is  accepting  resumes  for  Director 
of  Missions  position.  Please  send 
to  search  committee,  c/o  Prentiss 
Baptist  Association,  P.<0.  Box  42, 
Bopnveville,  MS  38829. 


I  STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC,  $ervir«  DISABILITY  MHMCARE  SUPPLEMENT: 

MS  St  AL  sifKe  1992.  Call. (800)  605-2970.  We  offer  several  low  cost  plans  to 
DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  B  STEEPLES,  chbose  from.  E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance.  Call 
Baptistry  thurals.  heaters,  ligNing,  seating,  toll  free  today  (877)  232-0686. 
wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringiglas,  MEDICARE  SUPPIEM&IT:  Relax.. .ktt  us 
carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply  Comparry  of  search  several  companies  so  we  may  find 

Texas,  (800)  728-8291 . _  the  right  plan  and  premium  for  your  indi- 

BI-VOCATTONAL  PASTOR:  if  interest-  vidual  needs.  E.F.  Hutton  InsurarKe  —  we 
ed,  please  send  resurtse  to  pastor  can  helpl  Toll  free  (877)  232-0686. 


search  committee.  Calvary  Baptist  HEALTH  INSURANCE  TOO  CHt 
Church,  6252  Memphis  Arlington  EXPENSIVE!  Quality  health  coverage  estirr 

Road,  Bartlett,  TN  381 35-2462. _  at  truly  affordable  rates!  We  haw  Miss. 

SaRm^  SHMNG,  lACKSON,  CHRISTIAN  saved  many  Mississippi  families  a  ASSC 
GMfNbX  Ail  home  improwmerts;  vinyl  sid-  hundred  plus  per  month.  What  will  First 
in^  windows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs)  patio  we  save  you!  Call  toll  free  today  (877)  seeki 
covers,  screen  and  ilass  rooms.  (601)  992-  232-0686.  E.F.  Hutton  InsiirarKe,  we  with 


SALEM-TROr  BAPTIST  ASSOCMTION  is 

searching  for  a  Director  of  Missiorn. 
Please  serd  resumes  or  recommenda¬ 
tions'  10  search  comrrHttee,  Salem-Troy 
Baptist  Association,  51  County  Road 

2233,  Troy,  AL  36079. _ 

DREAMUGHT  ART  GLASS:  Excellence 
in  design  and  craft  of  architectural 
stained  glass.  Edward  SrKtdgrass,  (601) 

481-1526. _ 

HOPPa  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
churcH  windows,  reworkirtg  and  repair. 


covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601)  992 
2092,  Don  &  Rita  Seben,  ownerv 


The  Baptot  Rbcord 


232-0686. 
can  help! 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTHtY,  free 
estirrsates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Qurtirtan, 

Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7. _ 

ASSOCUTE  MSTOR  OP  BMXAflON: 
First  Baptist  Church  Luling,  Louisiarsa  is 
seeking  a  kill-time  Education  minisIM, 
with  emphasis  in  preschoolerVchildrcn. 
Applicants  should  submit  Rwir  resumes 


\$/ 


via  email:  todd.hallmanttalumniduke. 
edu  or  mail  their  resurhes  to:  FBC  Luling, 
P.O.  Box  155,  Lulir^  LA  70070.  All 

resumes  due  )anuaiy  15,  2006. _ 

FUU-TIME  MINB^  OF  lUUSIC:  First 
Baptist  Church,  Scottsfaoro,  Alabama,  is 
seeking  a  kill-time  minister  of  music  and 
worship  leader.  (Sunday  am-  live  TV  and 
radio).  For  more  information  call  (256) 
574-3306  or  email  musicsearch#fbc- 
scottsboro.ory  Send  resumes  to  First 
Baptist  Church,  c/o  minister  at  musk 
search  committee,  215  South  Andrews 
Street,  Scottsboro,  Alabama  35768. 
FRBT  BAPTIST  OIUKH  OF  DGVfeR, 
ARKANSAS  is  seeking  fuH-time  mirsister  to 
students  grades  7-1 2.  Masters  of  Religious 
EducXtidn  or  Masters  of  Divinity  required. 
Deadline  is  February  1,  2006.  Please  sub¬ 
mit  resume  to  search  conanitc,  P.O.  Bor 
397,  Dover,  AR  72837. 


January  5, 2006 


Family  Bible  Study 

Does  Money  Matter? 

Luke  12:16-21,  27-28, 31-34, 42-44,48b 


the  end  oT  the  sto^. 
'That's  how  it  is  wim 

By  Don  Hidts _  it  had  pnxiuced  move  the  one  %vho  stoves  us 

than  the  hare  necessi-  .  treasures  for  himself 

The  story  of  the  foolish  rich  ties  through  the  years  rucKs  ^  toward 

man  is  a  parable.  A  parable  is  a  because  the  man  already  had '  God,"  Luke  12:21  [HCSB], 
simple  story  told  in  oomihonlan^  bams  to  stove  his  goods.  The  Jesus  went  on  to  say  "...  do 
mia^  to  teach  one  main  point  implication  is  that  mese  were  not  wony  about  your  ...For 
Jesus  told  his  listeners  the  point  perfecdy  good  serviceable  bams  your  life  is  something  more 
of  the  parable  before  He  began,  not  needing  replacement  Yet  than  food  and  your  body  than 
Here  is  the  way  William  Barclay  this  vear  dw  crops  were  extra  clothing,"  Luke  12:22,  Barclay's 
translates  Jesus  statement  of  pur-  gooa  and  there  was  move  har-  translation.  Then  Jesus  said, 
pose  "Watdi  and  guard  youiself  vest  than  these  bams  could  hold.  "Look  at  the  lilies.  See  how 
i^ainst  the  spirit  which  is  ahvays  Anoeandy  the  selfish  owner  they  grow.  Th^  do  not  work; 
wapidng  more;  for  even  if  a  man  dedc&d  to  tear  down  these  they  do  not  spin,  but,  1  tell  you, 
has  an  abundance  his  Ufe  does  bams  even  if  that  was  wasteful  even  Solomon  in  all  his  ^ory 
not  come  from  his  possessions."  The  foolish  rich  farmer  felt  he  was  not  clothed  like  one  of 

Wouldn't  it  be  sad  if  we  were  could  make  all  of  his  own  ded-  these.  If  God  so  clothes  the 
worth  no  more  than  the  material  sions  and  have  his  own  way.  It  grass  m  the  field,  «vhich  is  there 
thins  we  possess  fiom  time  to  never  occurred  to  him  that  he  today  and  which  tomorrow  is 
timer  Besaoes  Jesus  telling  us  the  coukln't  be  certain  of  tomorrow  cast  into  the  oven,  how  much 
man  is  rich  we  know  fiom  the  let  alone  next  year.  It  certainly  more  will  He  clothe  you.  O  you 
rich  details  of  Jesus'  story  that  was  not  in  his  thinking  pattern  of  littie  faith?"  (Bard^'s  para- 
the  man  was  rich.  This  man  to  give  away  any  of  his  produce  -phraseof  Luke  12:27-K). 
owned  land  and  it  was  good  fer-  tomeneedy  or  mendsorappar-  ‘  We  need  to  live  in  faith. 


you,  aitd  gave  himself  we  see  even  a  grcatci  need  to  should  Christians  lodav  need 
w  for  us..."  shave  with  others,  and  to  rejoioe  to  hear  these  words?  because 
(qphesians  5:2).  Paul  in  doing  sa  we  must  regularly  evahaaie  our 

could  talk  of  this  gen-  Let  Love  Express  Hundl^,  Christum  walk  with  the 
uiite  love  very  (Roimmms  12:14-16)  thought  in  this  Soiptuve.  So 

emphatically.  He  knew  "Bless  those  who  persecute  often  there  is  a  revengeful  spir^ 

how  mum  Christ  us?"  How  in  this  world  could  it  seen  in  the  lives  of  pvofcssmg 
lovdi  him  to  reach  someone  do  this?  They '  Ocndd'  ’ Christians.  Paul  saw  this  in  his 
down  and  save  an  only  do  this  by  the  indwefliiw  day.  We  are  free  in  the  dwioes 
enemy  of  Christianity  love  of  God  that  is  in  each  we  maloe.'but  there  are  cotBe- 
such  as  himself.  Christ  believers  heart.  Our  Lord  has  .  quences  fid’ those  choices, 
said,  -"Love  your  ene-  done  so  much  for  us  diat  our  .  fai  the  Beatitudes,  Jesus  said, 
[Luke  6:27)  daily  life  should  reflect  these  "Blessed  are  the  peaoeaaak- 

same  blessings  to  all  we  meet,  ers...^'  Have  you  ever  expeiH 
Ixnre  Be  Generous,  Humility  is  not  a  weakness,  but  enced  a  .  situation  where  it 
12:10-13)  a  God  given  strength.  Our  seemedthatpeacewasnotpoa- 

leaks  of  showing  a  dem  thoughts  should  always  esteem  sMe?  Paul  teUs  us  "on  our 
for  others  above  sdt.  others  over  ourselves,  always  part"  live  at  peace.  Many  tiaaes 
ly  trait  is  one  that  shows  beiiw  thankful  aivl  congenial  to  ^our  part"  as  Christians  can 
uistian  example  to  the  our  mlowman.  Seeioi^  the  best  change  the  whole  situatfon. 
ur  families  are  foremost  for  odvers  is  a  revealing  charac-  Our  feelings  or  emotions  need 
Kights  and  deeds,  \ferse  teristic  of  a  Christian.  Humility  to  be  sacrificed  in  order  to 
s  of  this  deep-rooted  often  requires  sacrifice.  honor  Christ  Good  wiB  always 

iding  beyond  our  own.  triumph  os'er  evil 

These  examples  Paul  speaks  Let  Love  Promote  Peace,  As  we  dose,  1  John  4:7 
about  are  just  one  way  we  serve  (Rotmmms  12:17-21)  reminds  us.  'Beloved  let  us 

our  Lord.  We  are  His'«ms,  feet  Paul  sounds  so  much  like  kn-e  one  another;  for  kive  is  of 
and  mouth.  Showing  such  a  geit-  Jesus  speaking  these  lines.  We  God;  and  everyone  who  loves 
evous  spirit  to  others  can  be  the  might  see  the  need  for  this  is  born  of  G^  arrd  knows 
very  instrument  needed  to  point  teaching  in  Paul's  day  because  God."  .Also,  read  John  lIJS. 

some  to  Christ  As  we  recognize  of  the  stror^  "eye  for  an  eve.  - 

how  much  our  needs  have  oeen  tooth  for  a  '  tooth"  C3kl  Hay>  is  a  member  of  Gafaury 
met  through  the  love  of  Christ  Testament  teaching.  Why  Chunk.  Wenmeskomo. 


Explore  the  Bible 

"Live  in  Love" 

Lesson  Passage:  Romans  12:9-21 


Let  Love  be  Genuine, 

All  of  us  want  to  be  loved.  (Rouuuis  12:9) 

Yet  many  times  we  do  not  What  is  love?  So  ^ 

express  love  to  other  people,  many  meanings  are  in  our  Ian-  mies. 
As  Christians,  we  are  to  love  ^age  today.  Has  the  word 
others  in  all  situations,  been  wateira  down  in  our 
Loving  unlovely  people  is  society?  We  say  we  love 
very  difficult  at  times.  We  things,  activities,  pets,  etc. 
cannot  choose  who  we  should  Many  years  ago  I  read  the  line, 
love.  To  be  an  example  of  "we  tilie  someone  because,  we 
Christ  our  love  should  extend  love  someone  in  spite  of?" 
to  all.  That's  a  great  perspective. 

After  68  years  of  marriage  In  the  Soriptuies  lesus  speaks 
a  friend  passed  away.  His  of  love  many  times.  Genuine 
widow,  a  very  devout  love  comes  nom  God.  God  is 
Christian,  was  speaking  later  love,  and  this  great  love  imput- 
to  a  group  of  younger  women  ed  to  us  is  pure,  sincere,  opposed 
about  long  marriages.  She  to  evil,  and  committed  to  all  that 
made  the  statement  that  love  is  good.  Our  interactions  with 
was  the  key.  She  said,  othns  daily  should  be  screened 
"Sometimes  I  really  did  not  through  tKk  genuine  love  that 
like  him,  but  I  always  loved  we,  as  God's  chiklien,  have 
him."  Jesus  could  say  the  received  fiom  Him.  "Walk  in 
same  of  us.  .  love,  just  as  Christ  also  loved 
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